AFTER  MOTHER  INDIA

lifewhentheyactuallydoso. Speaking of the strain
imposed on girls by married relations, Dr. Lancaster
in his book Tuberculosis in India, page 47, says:
'People forget the fearful strain upon the con-
stitution of a delicate girl of 14 years or even less,
which results from the thoughtless incontinence of
the newly married boy, or still more, the pitiless
incontinence of the re-married man. Serious as
these causes of strain are upon the health of the
young married girl, they sink into significance
in comparison with the stress of maternity which
follows/1

And later, as if to justify Mother India's excursions
into politics, he adds :

For we must remember, Sir, that even political
emancipation, freedom or Swaraj, by whatever
name you call that one fact, droppeth not like
sweet manna from heavens. It has to be won. It
has to be wrested from unwilling hands, and so
long as these evils exist in this country, we will
neither have the strength of arm nor the strength
of character to win freedom.2

The next speaker, Mr. Kumar Ganganand Sinha,3
begins by congratulating his colleague on bringing

1 Legislative Assembly Debates> September 15th, 1927, p. 4,406.

^W., p. 4,407.
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